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curability of recent cases with a degree of exactness

that can be called, in any sense of the term, an approx-

imation to the truth? Some would fix it at 90 per cent.;

others at 70; while an earnest advocate might be found

for every intermediate number. And just so with the

mortality of recent cases. We are equally far from any

result that can challenge general confidence. Is it 5

per cent., or 10, or 15, or 20? Good authority might be

adduced for any of these estimates. Surely we cannot

have the boldness to call results like these appoxima-

tions to the truth? That they form very suitable data

for an opinion, I admit, but a candid consideration of the

subject must convince us, that such an opinion is no more

likely to be exact, than a shrewd conjecture founded

upon one’s general impressions of his own experience.

lfoIIO**

ARTICLE IlL

FOURTH ANNUAL MEETING

Of the Association of Medical Superin-
tendents of American Institutions

for the Insane.

[THIS AssocIATIoN was organized and held its first

session in Philadelphia, October, 1844; the second in

Washington, D. C., May, 1846; the third in the city of

New York, May, 1848; and the fourth in Utica, May,

1849. For the following brief account of the proceed-

ings of the last meeting, we are mainly indebted to the

Utica Daily Gazeue.-En. JOURNAL OF INSANITY.]

This Association commenced its session at Churchill’s

Hotel, in the city of Utica, Monday, the 21st of May.
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The following gentlemen were present at the opening

of the session.

Dr. James Bates, Maine Insane Hospital;

Luther V. Bell, McL ean Asylum for the Insane, Mass.;

“ C. H. Stedman, Boston Lunatic Hospital;

“ N. Cutter, Pepperil Private Institution, Mass.;

I. Ray, Butler Hospital for the Insane, R. I.;

A. Brigham, N. Y. State Lunatic Asylum;

H. A. Buttolph, New Jersey State Lunatic Asylum;

T. S. Kirkbride, Penn. Hospital for the Insane;

Wm. M. Awl, Ohio Lunatic Asykim;

“ John S. McNairy, Tennessee Lunatic Asylum;

C. J. Fremont, Beauport Ti. Asylum, Quebec, C. E.

The President, Dr. Wm. M. Awl, took the chair, and

Dr. T. S. Kirkbride, the Secretary, read the minutes of

the last meeting, held last year at the Astor House, in

New York city, which were approved.

Letters were read from the Board of Visitors of the

Boston Lunatic Asylum, and from the Directors of the

Eastern Asylum of Virginia, expressing regrets at their

inability to accept the invitation of the Association to at-

tend the meeting.

Dr. Bates offered a resolution, authorizing each#{149}mem-

ber to invite such gentlemen to attend the meetings as

he may deem proper. Adopted.

Dr. Bell, after reading from the Literary World, an

excellent notice of the late Dr. James Macdonald, of the

Insane Institution, at Flushing, Long Island, offered the fol-

lowing resolutions, which were unanimously adopted:

Resolved, That, as the first official act of this associa-

tion, we would give utterance to the profound sensibili-

ties with which we have been impresscd by the recent
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decease of our honored associate and friend, Dr. James

Macdonald, of New York.

That in view of his elevated personal character, his

high intellectual attainments, his extended experience of

nearly twenty four years, devoted to our department of

professional labor, we deeply appreciate the breach made

in the ranks of science and usefulness by his death;

and in the premature close of a life of devotion to

duty, at its meridian, we recognize the hand of a mys-

terious and inscrutable Providence, to which, however

dark, we would submit in humble faith and adoration.

That, so important an event in the history of our asso-

ciation, as well as of that department of professional labor

to which our lives are devoted, ought not to pass without

some more enduring recognition of his life and services,

and that some member be appointed to prepare and pub-

lish, and have registered on our annals, a suitable tribute

to his memory, in a record of his professional life and

labors.

On motion of Dr. Kirkbride, Dr. Bell was requested

to prepare such an obituary notice of the life and services

of Dr. Macdonald as the resolutions propose, and the

Secretary was requested to forward the resolutions just

adopted to the family of the deceased.

Dr. Brigham, after a few remarks on the life and char-

acter of the deceased, read a letter from Dr. C. H. Nich-

015 describing the disease which led to the fatal event.

Dr. Brigham, the Vice President of the Association,

tendered an invitation to the members to pass the day

to-morrow at the State Lunatic Asylum, under his charge,

in this city.

On motion of Dr. Bates, it was resolved to accept the

invitation.
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An invitation was tendered in the name of the citizens

of Utica and the Managers of the Asylum, to the mem-

bers of the Association, to visit Trenton Falls, at such

time as may be agreeable to them. Accepted.

On motion of Dr. Ray, a committee of three was ap_

pointed to report business fhr the consideration of the

Convention. The chair nominated Drs. Ray, Brigham

arid Bell as such committee.

Dr. Bell read a very interesting paper, giving the lif�

and recounting the peculiarities of a sailor, who after

having recovered from a fit of insanity merely by being

obliged at sea to use his utmost physical and mental ex-

ertions to navigate a vessel, when yellow fever had inca-

pacitated the rest of the crew, succeeded in crossing the

Atlantic in a cutter with no other help than a faithful dog,

whotn he drilled to assist in steering and managing the craft.

He subsequently performed rare nautical feats in the same

manner. Having become strongly and incurably estrang-

ed from his wife by what he considered her severe

treatment of him during his insanity, he never visited

her but once afterwards but went to Ohio, where he

lived in a state of the strictest seclusion wiih his dog,

conversing only with the latter, and after the brute’s

death, with himself. His occupation was not known till

after his death, when his house was found filled with all

kinds of machinery, the object of which was to establish

perpetual motion. The paper read was full of curious

and amusing facts and gave rise to an interesting discuss-

ion among the members relative to the man’s insanity.

Dr. Ray from the committee on business reported in

part a list of reports ready for the convention.

Dr. Bell read a statement of his personal examina-

tions of a person named Elisha Robbins, an account of

whose “marvelous recovery from insanity of forty years
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standing,” was generally circulated in newspapers some

months since. Dr. Bell asserts, that so far from his hav-

ing recovered, he had merely sunk from a state of mania

to one of hopeless dementia or loss of mental power, a

very common condition of old lunatics. (This opinion is

of great importance as bearing on the question of divorce

for permanent insanity, which was agitated last winter

in the N. Y. Legislature. The above case was frequently

citedas authority, and its explanation should receive the

same general circulation as was given to the first state-

ment.)

Dr. Fremont gave accounts of somewhat similar cases

which have occurred not unfrequently in Canada.

On motion of Dr. Cutter, the Convention adjourned till

21P.M.

AFTERNOON SESSION.

Dr. Buttolph read a very able report on the relation of

Phrenology to Insanity, in which, taking the science as the

true basis of all theories of Mental Philosophy, the author

proceeded to unfold the bearings of the principles of the

science upon the prevention, diagnosis, prognosis and

treatment of insanity. The report was very strong in

its expressions, and indicated strong faith in Phrenology;

a faith which Dr. Bell proceeded to dissent from. While

he was pleased to believe that the popular dissemination

of the theories of Phrenology had done much to correct

popular errors concerning the nature of mental disease,

he did not believe that the science was of any service

whatever in determining the connection between the

conformation of brains and the peculiarities of mental

action. Dr. Bell had seen examinations made by able

phrenologists, of patients under his care, and he had nev-

er seen a case where a person of ordinary acuteness
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might not have given more accurate opinions, lie men-

tioned several cases of striking failures by Mr. Combe,

and concluded by expressing a belief in the decision of

Esquirol, based upon the examination of one thousand

skulls of eminent men, that a knowledge of Phrenology

was of no use in forming an idea of the condition of the

mind.

Dr. Bates and Dr. Brigham followed with remarks on

the same subject. The latter had witnessed successful

and satisfactory results of cranial examinations, while he,

however, equally with Dr. Bell, had failed to satisfy

himself of the practical utility of applying the princi-

ples of Phrenology to the study of insanity. He did not

think such a result could reasonably be expected, even

if Phrenology is true, as insanity is often a temporary dis-

ease of the brain, from over-action or inaction or some

other cause. He suggested the importance of minute

observation of the external condition of the heads of in-

sane patients as to temperature.

Dr. Ray agreed mainly with the opinions of the gentle-

man who had spoken. But while he was satisfied that

indirectly the introduction of the study of Phrenology, by

giving more and clearer prominence to the science of

mind, had been beneficial in the study of diseased mani-

festations, yet he was of opinion that directly it had ren-

dered little service, as no one could ascertain by cranial

examinations the particular disease within.

Dr. Buttoiph would not say that a knowledge of or-

ganology was valuable in the examination and treat-

ment of mental diseases, except as affording a basis for

a sound mental philosophy.

Dr. Bates followed in reference to the tendency of

size of organs to predispose to disease. He did not believe

H
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a large organ any more likely to become diseased than

a small one.

The discussion was further continued by several gen-

tlemen. The Presid�nt gave a couple of amusing anec�

dotes, illustrating his views of the uncertainties of ex-

ami nations.

A negro whom lie saw examined, on being asked his

own opinion of the correctness of the decision replied,

“it is hard to tell what meat is in the smoke house by

putting your hand on the roof.” The Dr. gave an inci-

dent which occurred at his own Institution. A some-

what noted blind Phrenologist came to make examina-

tions. The Doctor at first caused himself to be present..

ed as a violent patient, and the Phrenologist pronounced

him deficient in mental development. Afterwards intro-

ducing himself in his true character, he was examined,

and the verdict was essentially different. Dr. Awl,

would, however, wish members to understand him as ex�

pressing respect for the general truths of Phrenology.

Dr. Ray read a very elaborate and able report on the

statistics of Insane Hospitals, in which, with great talent

and discrimination and acute criticism, he unfolded the’

defects of the present systems of record.

Dr. Kirkbride, Brigham, Buttoiph, Cutter, Bates, and

Bell debated on the suggestions of the report, and many

very interesting and instructive ideas were advanced.

The report was accepted, and the Convention adjourn..

ed till 8� o’clock, to-morrow, A. M.

SECOND DAY.

The following gentlemen appeared in addition to those

in attendance yesterday:

Dr. W. H. Rockwell, Brattleboro, Vt., Asylum for Insane;
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“ C. H. Nichols, Bloomingdale Lunatic Asylum;

J. H. Worthington, Friends’ Asylum, near Philadel.;

Edward Jarvis, Dorchester, Mass., Private Asylum;

G. H. White, Hudson, N. Y., Private Asylum.

The minutes of yesterday’s meeting were read and

approved.

Dr. Kirkbride read a report on the importance of care

in the selection of companions for patients.

Several gentlemen discussed at length the proposals

and suggestions of the report, all being impressed with

the vast importance of choosing attendants carefully and

without regard to expense, as to such, in a great degree,

is left the moral guidance of patients. In Asylums with

two or three hundred patients, the physicians or higher

officers, can of course devote but little time to each in-

diviclual, and during the greater part of the day, the halls

�rill be in charge of attendants only.

The members appointed to-morrow as the day for ac-

cepting the invitation of the citizens of Utica, and the

Trustees of the Asylum to visit Trenton Falls.

Dr. Bates read a report on the necessity of precision

in language used on subjects connected with insanity.

The views advanced, covered in some respects, the

ground occupied by the able report of Dr. Ray, read

yesterday. The value of results will be affected nec-

essarily by the exactness or indefiniteness of the terms

used in the record of such results, and the value of sta-

tistics is dependent entirely on perfect accuracy, which

can only be attained by precision in language, The

views of the report were ably supported by Drs. Kirk-

bride and Nichols. The latter believed more accurate

information in regard to the diseased physical condition

of insane brains to be necessary to the exact description

the wt�rbid sy�1ptom.s ath.iu.g therefrom. Dr.. Jarvi,,
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Buttolph and Bell fully concurred. Dr. Ray lamented

the necessity of popularizing the subject of insanity in

annual repo�s, as tending to inaccuracy of nomenclature,

and longed for the time when these reports might not be

required-when the directors of Insane Institutions, and

the public would be satisfied with the results of official

examinations by appointed authorities. The report of

Dr. Bates was accepted.

Dr. Bell read a report “on a certain form of disease re-

sembling some advanced stages of mania, of the deliri-

um of typhoid fever, or of cerebral inflammation, but

which may perhaps constitute a hitherto unrecognized

and un4escribed malady.”

The paper was received and laid on the table for dis-

cussion, and the Convention adjourned to meet at the

State Lunatic Asylum, at 2 o’clock, P. M.

AFTERNOON SESSION.

The Association met agreeably to adjournment at the

N. Y. State Lunatic Asylum, at 2 o’clock, P. M. The

acco mt of this visit we mainly select from the North

American and United States Gazette, P1ii1ade�phia, to which

it was contributed by the member of the Association

from that city.

“Under the guidance of Dr. Brigham, the Superinten-

dent of the Asylum, the members of the Association

proceeded to visit all the wards, and inspect every part

of the building, fixtures and arrangements of that noble

monument of the munificence and benevolence of the

great State in which it is located. This institution is

much the largest on this continent, containing near five

hundred patients, and near half a million of dollars have

been expended on the grounds, buildings and fixtures.

Its general arrangements are very good; it is bountifully
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supplied with water from a never failing source, more

than half a mile distant, and is beautifully lighted in every

part by gas manufactured on the premises. The economy

of this mode of lighting seems to be very striking. Double

the amount of light is now furnished at an expense of only

$1.89 per day, to that formerly obtained from oil at a

cost of $4 per day.

At 5 o’clock, P. M., a meeting was held at the Asylum,

where the points of Dr. Bell’s Report were discussed, and

sufficient was elicited to satisfy him, that the varietyofdis-

ease of which he spoke, had been noticed and recogniz-

ed by all.

After tea, the members of the Association were unex-

pectedly invited, on behalf of the inmates of the Asy-

lum, to meet them in the large chapel, where they were

anxious to give some evidence of their respect for them

and their branch of the profession. This interview wasofa

most striking character, and will long be remembered

by all who participated in the proceedings. Entering this

fine room, they found near three hundred patients, with

their attendants, the officers and others employed about

the establishment, assembled to greet them.

The following ode of welcome, written by a young

Lady in the employ of the Asylum as an Jnstructress

and Clerk in the female department, was then read with

great propriety and feeling, by Dr. Maltbie, a gentleman

of fine talents, who has long been a patient in this Asy-

lum, and it was afterwards sung by the whole Asylum

choir, in admirable style, with an accompaniment on the

organ, by the daughter of the Superintendent.

Ye come, a kind and gen’roua band,

Where sorrow seeks a rest;

Ye come with high and noble aim,

To light the shadow’d breast;
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Ye come where life’s dark billows roll,

And tempests overwhelm,

Where fearfully the bark floats on,

With naught to guide the helm;

And to the weary mariner, point out a blissful goal,

To ease the burden’d spirit, to cheer the troubled soul.

Ye come to aid the anxious minds

Oppressed with weight of care,

And, would ye know how many hearts

hold them in kindness here;

how many grateful prayers ascend,

how many wishes risc,

How many hopes of bright reward

Beyond these changing skies.

And Faith looks upward trustingly, and seeks the promio’d goal,

To ease the burden’d spirit, to cheer the troubled soul.

Yours is a weighty, holy trust,

A mission half divine;

You can not bring your treasures forth

To grace a purer shrine.

Tiieiz �vatch the mystic chain of love

Which God bath shaded o’er,

The casket is for you to guard,

And H’t the gem restore.

And blessings great and numberless beyond this world’s control,

Will ease the burjeu’d spirit, and cheer the troubled soul.

The Rev. Mr. Beckwith, a convalescent patient, then

welcomed the members of the Association in the follow-

ing address, delivered in an admirable manner :-

“Gentlemen :-Having been for the last eight months

a patient in this Institution, and having realized the hap-

py results of the kind and recovering influences which

are here eminently enjoyed; it is to me a source of no

ordinary gratification to be allowed to address you on

this occasion. The presence of a voluntary association

of medical gentlemen devoted to the noblest branch of

the healing art, the care and recovery of the diseased

mind, is calculated to awaken sentiments of gratitude

and respect. And for myself and fellow patients, I woul&
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greet you with a respectful and cordial welcome, within

these walls where the insane reside, and to this chapel

where they worship, and from which, I trust, prayer will

continue to ascend to Him who is the source of every

good and perfect gift, fi)r his favor upon you and your af�

flicted charge.

In this age of progress in science and the arts, and in

the developments of christian philanthropy, when the

impulses of a heaven descended charity, like the pulsa-

tions of the heart, are sending forth from this land heal-

ing streams to bless the most remote portions of our

world, our duty to that unfortunate class of our fellow

citizens who are afflicted with insanity, seems to demand

that they should not only have the benefit of all that

wealth can furnish for their comfort but also of the high-

est medical wisdom and skill which those can secure to

whose care�they are committed by their friends as an

important trust ;-a trust to which we may appply the

the language of the christian poet;-

‘T is not a charge of small import

The Doctor’s care demands,-

But what might fill an Angel’s heart,

And fihl’d a Savior, hands;-

A charge imposing duties not only upon medical Su-

perintendents and assistant physicians, but also upon ev-

ery attendant, for the proper discharge of which is re-

quired much of that wisdom “which is from above,

‘�vhich is first pure and then peaceable, easy to be en-

treated, full of mercy and good fruits,” of that charity

which suffereth long and is kind, with a constant depend-

ance on the Great Physician, by whose favor alone they

can succeed in restoring the bewildered to themselves,

their friends, and society.

May He who giveth wisdom guide you in the discus-

sions of your present Convention, rendering it not only in-
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teresting and pleasant, but eminently conducive to the

promotion of the noble object of your Association; and

when it is closed may each return to his charge enrich-

ed with increased wisdom for the discharge of the duties

of his important station.

And as the admonitory note falls upon the ear from

the grave of a beloved member of your association, re-

cently removed by death; one so justly esteemed for his

high intellectual attainments and moral worth, while you

cherish respect for his memory, may you seek to imitate

his Christian virtues and to emulate his noble example

of patient continuance in well doing, that like him, you

may be cheered amid your cares and toils by the bright

prospect of a glorious reward in heaven.”

To this, Dr. Awl, the President of the Association,
made an impressive reply,-returning thanks for this un-

expected and most gratifying reception, more valued by

him and his associates, than any other that they could

have received froru�ndividuals differently circumstanced.

Dr. Brigham, on behalf and at the request of the in-

mates of the Asylum, then read the following senti..

ments; viz.,

New England.-Among the many good examples she

has furnished the old and new States of the Union, are

her charitable institutions, unsurpassed for their excel-

lence and good management.

To this Dr� Bell replied itt a speech, full of eloquence

and deep feeling,--referring to the nature of the voca-

tion to which he and his colleagues were devoting their

liyes,-to the institutions which were consecrated to the

relief of this class of human afflictions,-and urging up-

on his audience advice and consolation that must have

deeply impressed every one of his hearers.
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Dr. Brigham then read other sentiments, prepared

by the the inmates of the House; viz.,

Pennsylrania.-The first State in the Union to provide

a hospital for the sick poor, and those mentally deranged.

The spirit manifested by her citizens in 1751 is still act-

ive in multiplying and improving her benevolent institu-

tions.

To this Dr. Kirkbride briefly replied, concurring in the

sentiments of his associate. He returned his heartfelt

thanks for the high compliment paid the State, which he

had the honor, in part, to represent, and for the recep-

tion which the Association had met with from the patients

of the institution.

Later in the evening the members of the Association

were joined at the Asylum by the Managers and other

officers and by a large number of’ the ladies and gentle-

men of Utica, and were entertained in the most bountiful

manner. Everybody seemed anxious to contribute to

the enjoyment, and the brass band of the Asylum, at in-

tervals of the evening, gave evidence of their musical

skill and proficiency.

THIRD DAY.

The Convention met; the minutes were read and ap-

proved. Dr. Kirkbride moved that the Association will

close its present session at 1. P. M. to-morrow, which was

adopted. The subject of selecting a place for the next

meeting, was referred to a committee consisting of Drs.

Ray, Bell and Kirkbride. Adjourned to 5 P. M.

S P. M..-Met agreeably to adjournment. The com�

mittee designated to select a place for the next meeting

of the Association, proposed that the Association meet

I
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at the city of Boston, on the third Tuesday of June,

1850, at 10 A. M., which recommendation was unani-

mously adopted.

Dr. Kirkbride moved that this Association has visited

and examined with great satisfaction, the New York

State Lunatic Asylum, under the care of Dr. A. Brigham,

and tender to him their sincere thanks for his courtesy

and attention, and for the bountiful hospitality extended

to the members during their very gratifying visit. The

motion was unanimously adopted. Adjourned till S A.

M., to-morrow.

FOURTH DAY.

8 A. M.-Dr. N. D. Benedict, of the Blockley flospit.’

al, Philadelphia, appeared and took a seat in the Conven-

tion.

The following gentlemen, Trustees of Institutions,

were also in attendance, by invitation:

John F. Gilpin, Esq., one of the managers of the Phil..

aclelphia Hospital;

Wm. B. Fling, Esq., M. L. Dawson, L. R. Greeves,.

managers of the Pennsylvania Hospital for the Insane.

The minutes of the last meeting were read and adopt-

ed.

Dr. Kirkbride offered the following resolutions:

1st. Tbat’it being the deliberate conviction of this

Association, that an abundance of pure air, at a proper

temperature, is an essential element in the treatment of

the sick, especially in Hospitals, and whether for those

afflicted with ordinary disease, or for the Insane, no ex-

pense that is required to effect this object thorougbly, can

be deemed either misplaced or injudiciou�
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2d. That the experiments recently made in various In-

stitutions in this country and elsewhere, prove to the

satisfaction of the members of this Association, that the

best means of applying warm air in winter, at present

known to them, consists in passing fresh air from the ex-

ternal atmosphere over pipes or plates, containing steam

under low pressure, or hot water, the temperature of

which at the boiler, is not more titan 212#{176}Fahr., and

contained in large air chambers in the basement of the

building to be heated.

3d. That a complete system of forced ventilation, con-

nected with such a mode of heating, is indispensable in

.every building devoted to these purposes, and where

all possible benefits are sought, to be be derived from its

arrangem ents.

Dr. Bates and Dr. Bell remarked on the resolutions,

giving the results of their own extensive experience and

observation in ventilating and heating.

During the progress of the discussion, the President,

Dr. Awl, took his leave of the Convention, being obliged

to make an early (leparture. He expressed, at parting,

in a few words, the gratification lie had derived from at-

tendance upon the meetings of the Convention, and the

most cordial feelings of friendship he entertained for the

individual members.

After a full and interesting debate on the resolutions

offered, they were adopted.

Dr. Bell, from the business committee, reported on a

suitable method for preparing business lhr future meet-

ings, that they would recommend the appointment of

standing committees by the President, whose duty it

shall be, to keep themselves informed of whatever oc-
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curs connected with its respective subjects consigned to

their special charge, and report to the Association at its

next meeting, every thing that that may be deemed wor-

thy of its attention. They recommended the appoint-

ment of standing committees on the following subjects :-

On the moral management of the Insane,

On the medical management of the Insane,

On the medical jurisprudence of Insanity,

On the construction of Insane Hospitals,

On the restraining apparatus.

They also recommended special committees, and vol-

untary contributions, and that the President shall, at a

period prior to the first of July next, select a subject to

be reported on for each gentleman connected with the

hospitals for the insane of the U. S. and Cana’da, who is,

or may be competent to become a member of the Asso-

ciation, and notify him by mail of such appointment, at

the same time soliciting a dc�finite reply, whether the

Association may �.xpect a compliance with such duty.

The report was approved and its suggestions adopted.

Dr. Stedman offered the following:

Resolved, That the thanks of this Association are due,

and are hereby tendered to the Managers of the New

York State Lunatic Asylum, as also to the citizens of

Utica, for the marked attention, courteous, and generous

hospitality bestowed on the members of this body, by

them during, its present session.

Resolved, That the thanks of the Association are due

to Mr. Churchill, for his liberal provisIon for the meet-

ings of the Association, and for which he has declined

receiving compensation on account of its benevolent char-

acter. Unanimously adopted.
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Dr. Buttolph offered the following:

Resolved, That the members of this Association, high-

ly appreciate the benevolent and disinterested services

of Miss D. L. Dix, in behalf of the insane in various

States of the Union, in calling attention to their wants,

and in contributing her influence in favor of the erections

of appropriate institutions fbr their treatment. Adopted.

The Treasurer report’ed four dollars in the Treasury,

and no expenses. Report adopted.

Dr. Cutter read a report on the history of his experi-

ence of the treatment of Insanity since 1814. Accept-

ed and laid on the table.

In connection with the report, he presented a paper

containing �a record of cases treated between the years

1812 and 1824, by Dr. Chaplin, of Cambridgeport, Mass.,

an interesting proof of the success of treatment at that

early day.

Dr. Kirkbride moved that the business committee be

requested to suggest names for the standing committees

for the ensuing year. Adopted.

At the request of Dr. Brigham, Dr. McNairy gave a

brief statement of movements in Tennessee, for the

erection of an Asylum. Forty thousand dollars have

been already appropriated for the purpose, and opera-

tions have been begun. The Legislature at its next

session is expected to do something further.

Dr. White read a report on the propriety of separate

institutions for the diff�rent sexes, the suggestions of

which were debated and generally approved.

Dr. Bell, from the business committee, reported that

they recommended that the following gentlemen be ap-
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pointed as the standing committees fbr the ensuing year;

Dr. Awl on the moral management of the Insane;

Dr. Bates on the medical management of the Insane;

Dr. Ray on the medical jurisprudence of Insanity;

Dr. Kirkbride on the construction of Insane Hospitals;

Dr. Nichols on restraining apparatus. Report adopt-

ed.

Dr. Stedrnan remarked that he had the good fortune

frequenthy, to procure copies of rare works from Eng-

land, and elsewhere, and would be happy to take orders

from gentlemen for the obtaining of such at any time.

Dr. S. also made tli� same remark as to procuring for

Institutions, pianos of Chickering’s make, of Boston.

Dr. Bell solicited reports of trials in which the ques-

tion of insanity is involved.

Dr. Bates suggested concerning accounts of suicides,

that it is advisable to keep such articles from the hands

of patients. Drs. Brigham and Kirkbride (lid not believe

that a censorship of the press could be established in

this respect. The subject was fiirthcr discussed by other

gentlemen.

Dr. Sted man moved that the Secretary be requested to

furnish the editor of the Journal of insanity, and of the

various medical Journals of of the country, with copies

of the proceedings of this Convention; also that a com-

mittee be appointed to select such of the reports read at

these meetings, as they deem proper for publication in

the Journal of Insanii’y, or in some other form. Adopted.

On motion of Dr. Bates, the Convention adjourned to

meet at Boston, on the third Tuesday of June, 1850.




